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Original returned to C/WH on 9/11/53
with following notation by FGW:

"This is an adequate memo of the
conversation -- even though it does
include some things that I did not
say, and omits other things that I
did say. The importance of taking
notes to supplement memory is called
to yr attention,”

FGW
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MEMORANDUR FOR THE RECORD:
SUBJECT: Briefing of Ambassador John E., Peurifoy re Guaterala.
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pterber 1957

1. Ambassador John E. Peurifoy wes briefed regarding the present
situation In Guatemala by Mr. Frank Wisner on 1 September 1653, PreSﬁxt
were Mr. J. lampton Berry, Colomsl J. C. King, and
C ) Mr. Wisner pointed out that conditions in wus.emain ase
COvavusly aaverse to U.S. interests in view of the close working alliance
between the administration of President Jacobo Arbenr and the Cormmist
FParty. It was noted that this allisnce, through formation of s Com-

- mmist affiliated lador confederdtion, persecution of foreisn econcmic
interests, enactment snd implementation of a confiscatory sgrarian
reforn law, court packing and confuct of an aggresively anti-American,
pro-cmmut mblicity campaign, has achieved virtual dominance over
national political and economic life. Further, it was observed that
the fowr Commnist comtrolled political parties vwhich ccuprise the
administration coalition hold 53. of the 56 seats in congress, while
cmmmnmmmmmm,mmmw
ment, the Institute of Social Security, the Labor Courts, the Ministry
of Education, the Secretariat dwmmoﬂumpmsaand
radio. Mentioned, amtmg effects of this alliance upon Cuatemalan for-
eign relations, were the sctive gupport of leftist elements in other
Centrel Amexriecan countries through provision of bases, press and com-
mnication fecilities, cash, transportation, agents and sssassins.

2. Mr, Peurifoy was adviged that this Agency bas now been suthoriged
to take strong action against the government of Fresident Arben:z in the
hope of facilitating a changs to a more democratically oriented reglrme.
Sore of the past preliminary planning and activity toward this end was
mdandthepoﬁntclwlyeammhodthstmamtaepmﬂ,to

a great extent, upon swpport of our activities by the American Arbosss-
dor to Guateémala within the limitations of the "need to ¥mow" policy.
It vas particularly noted that excessive security messures on the pert
of an arbasgsador which result in hampering agent activity through um-
uswal limitations of commmication and the impositimn of time consuming
burdens of cover aetivity are plainly not appropriate. It was also
stressed that no aspect of this operation is cleared for discussion with

any save specifically desigmated Sndividuals.

3. Mr. Pourifoy stated that e understood the situstion in general
terms, appreciated the need for m&tﬁm action and would be prepaved to
support the progran es Arerican Amdessador to Guatemala. For plamning
purposes he gave 15 Ostober 1953 #s a possidle date for his arrival in
that country. In discussing station persomnel he expressed the hops that
anong the qualifications of the Chief would be complete facility with the

Spanish langunge. |
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